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The original version of this article appeared in Chalcedon Report, December 1992. The present version represents a significant revision and progress report on our concept.
In recent years, the world has seen an alarming deterioration of western civilization. Nuclear families are beset by drugs, promiscuity, teenage pregnancy, and divorce. Traditional roles are distorted by feminism, homosexuality, and children's rights. A supposedly-conservative Supreme Court declares the murder of unborn babies a "fundamental women's right." Precautions against an AIDS epidemic are denounced as discrimination against gays. Movies and television are infested with raw pornography, senseless violence, blatant distortions of current events. Rock lyrics incite young people to riot and murder. Government-financed perversion and sacrilege boldly flaunts itself as art. Our public schools ignore basic skills, while indoctrinating our children with permissive sex and contempt for traditional values. Law and justice degenerates into street-mob anarchy and high-finance swindles. An explosion of government spending finances everything from assembly-line medical care to foreign aid for our enemies. Our economy is swept by turbulent cycles of inflation and recession, escalating taxes, and an eroding standard of living. Private initiative is strangled by mindless bureaucracies, stifling regulation, and an oppressive welfare state. Under the guise of U.N.-sponsored wars and contrived environmental crises, we are stripped of our national identity and led step by step toward one-world government. Finally, reverence for God is systematically supplanted by rapacious self-gratification, designer religions, and pop-spiritual cults. In sum, we are witnessing a total descent into social anarchy and, potentially, the destruction of the greatest civilization the world has ever known.
As shocking as this may seem, we Christians are largely responsible for this disastrous state of affairs. Over the past several decades, we have acted as if Christianity concerned itself only with piety, spirituality, and morality. We have acted as if God had nothing to say about history, or science, or law, or economics, or education, or even about social welfare. Progressively, we have retreated into our carpeted, upholstered Christian ghettos and abandoned the world to the liberals, the humanists, the socialists, and the satanists. With no opposition, it is no wonder that the forces of evil have gained the upper hand.
The prophet Samuel foretold of this when the ancient Israelites demanded a king. In thundering tones, he warned that they were rejecting the sovereignty of God and choosing to be enslaved by the tyranny of the State:
This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over you; He will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some shall run before his chariots.... And he will take your daughters to be confectioneries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers. And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your olive yards, even the best of them, and give them to his servants. And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his servants.... He shall take the tenth of your sheep: and ye shall be his servants. And ye shall cry out in the day because of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the Lord will not hear you in that day. (1 Sam. 8:11-18) Unlike the Israelites, we modern-day Christians have not joined the mob in demanding a king; we have just remained silent while God has been displaced. One major way Christians have remained silent is by failing to finance Godly endeavors in all realms of society with our tithes and donations. By our financial contributions (or, conversely, by our taxes), we acknowledge who is sovereign in our lives and who deserves our support. Voluntary contributions to God build Christian civilization. Coerced contributions to the State build the horrifying socialist nightmare that now threatens to engulf us.
An Agenda For Restoring Christian Civilization
This article is an exhortation to begin confronting evil in all areas of human society - using the financial engine of Christian giving. Our immediate goal is to help outstanding, cutting-edge ministries to prosper and grow. Our long-term goal is nothing less than the total rebuilding or "reconstruction" of Christian civilization. This article consists of seven sections - each, we believe, with a powerful and compelling message:
Why We Must Contribute. Well-meaning Christians are victims of several common misconceptions that prevent them from contributing adequately. Each misconception is based on a false interpretation of Scripture and a self-defeating attitude toward Christian responsibilities in society.
Why We Must Contribute Broadly. Broad-based contributions to every field of Christian endeavor are the best way to develop a comprehensive Christian culture. One of the greatest beneficiaries of broad-based contributions will be the local churches.
Creative Ways to Enhance Our Contributions. By thoughtfully structuring our consumption patterns, implementing good financial planning, and directing our time and energy, we Christians can contribute a substantial portion of our paycheck to worthy causes - often with little negative effect on our pocketbook.
How We Can Replace Taxes to the State with Tithes to God The government colossus saps our life energy and moral fiber by diverting nearly 80% of our earned income to taxes. Using legitimate and time-tested tax-avoidance strategies, Christians can transfer to the Kingdom of God money that would otherwise be spent to glorify the State.
What Christian Civilization Will Look Like. A dominant Christian civilization is neither a vague pipedream nor a fascist nightmare. It is a realistic, workable model for a harmonious, productive society, that can be described and demonstrated for every field of human endeavor.
How the New Christian Paradigm Will Emerge. An astonishing cultural transformation is beginning to make a unified Christian civilization a reality. The emerging Christian paradigm of autonomy and creativity under God can be traced through remarkable developments in fields as diverse as theology, history, politics, entertainment, science, and law - and even though the conceptual leap of the high-tech quantum revolution. Meanwhile, the old Statist paradigm of elitist control and ideological oppression begins to collapse under the weight of its own absurdity
Conclusion: A Decision Between Two Worlds. Christians now stand at a major cusp of history. By our taxes to the State or our contributions to the Kingdom of God, we will choose between a satanic tyranny or a gloriously reborn civilization.
Why We Must Contribute
Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. (Prov. 3:9-10)
The Bible makes it clear that we are to contribute generously, and that we will be blessed for doing so. Why then do so many well-meaning, Bible-believing Christians fail to give adequately? We have heard at least seven different excuses, rationalizations, and misconceptions. Here they are, along with our response to each: 
We are no longer under law, so contributions are no longer mandatory.
Our response: Even if some of us no longer feel obligated to contribute, we should choose to give out of concern for our families, our communities, and our nation.
The world will end soon, so there is no point in trying to revive it.
Our response.: Jesus never told us to wait passively for His return. As a matter of fact, He said, "No man, no, not the angels in heaven" knows when the world shall end" (Matt. 24:36), and that we should "occupy until I come." (Luke 19:13)
If it is in God's plan, He won't need my help to make it happen.
Our response.: God doesn't work in a vacuum. When there is important work to be done, God calls upon courageous, dedicated people to meet the challenge. We are the people God is calling on now.
All my money is going to support my family, and the rest is eaten up by taxes. 
Our response. Our first financial responsibility is to God: "The first of the first fruits of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of the Lord thy God". (Ex. 23:19)
I give when the holy spirit moves me.
Our response. Effective tithing springs, not from impulse and emotion, but from a systematic and consistent plan of giving. I give to cash in on the prosperity God has in store for me.
Our response.: God is not some kind of slot machine who rings up jackpots for generous donors. Big checks that are written in anticipation of some selfish reward are usually impulsive and sporadic, and often go to corrupt ministries that prey on the greed and gullibility of their followers.
I prefer a multi-cultural society, not some sort of religious police-state.
Our response. Christians are the oppressed, not the oppressors. In today's society, we are systematically scorned, discriminated against, and excluded. On the basis of fairness alone, Christians need to speak up for themselves.
Tithes and offerings are the tangible acknowledgment of the sovereignty of God and His Lordship in our lives: That is why we "honour" the Lord when we give to Him of our substance (Prov. 3:9). There is no more meaningful way we can pay homage to him. It is critical, therefore, that we discard false and hypocritical excuses, and render to Him His full due.
Why We Must Contribute Broadly
Our next point is absolutely essential to restoring Christian civilization: Contributions must not be paid exclusively to the local church or the denomination, but should be distributed broadly among Christian and Conservative organizations representing every aspect of human culture.
The Bible teaches that God is sovereign of every earthly domain: All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. For the kingdom is the Lord's: and he is the governor among the nations. (Ps. 22:27-28)
Therefore, in ancient Israel the main tithe was paid to the Levites, who in turn distributed only 10% of what they received to the priesthood (Num. 18:21-28). Since every area of life was considered religious, the balance was applied to Godly activities in such diverse fields as music, education, law, medicine, and civil government. In time of apostasy, the priesthood could be circumvented entirely, as when Baal-shalisha brought his tithe directly to Elisha. (II Kings 4:42). By analogy, we are counseled to use our own contributions to support Godly work in every field of human endeavor - including education, law, history, science, politics, and the arts. Like the Levites, we are to use our own judgment and discernment to allocate our money where it will do the most good. From a practical point of view, let us illustrate why broad-based giving is so important:
If we are to base our actions upon sound principles, we must support ministries that clarify and illuminate the word of God. If we are to interpret current events based upon the lessons of history, we must support ministries that redefine western culture from a Christian perspective. If we are to attract the brightest minds of our generation, we must support ministries that provide convincing evidence for the Divine origin of the universe and the absurdity of evolution. If we are to build strong families and communities, we must support ministries that educate young parents and defend traditional values. If we are to have an effect on politics, and law, and international relations, we must support ministries that develop an informed Christian electorate. If we are to capture the enthusiasm and commitment of future generations, we must support ministries that train young Christians to be responsible citizens and effective leaders. If we are to produce wholesome entertainment and truthful reporting, we must support ministries that exert influence on picture studios and news networks. If we are to dismantle the welfare state, we must replace it with compassionate ministries to the needy and unfortunate. If we are to mobilize churches and denominations to resist evil in all these areas, we must support ministries that organize and coordinate Christian leaders and congregations. In sum, if we are to rebuild Christian civilization, we must support those ministries that promote the full range of Christian aspirations with the greatest power, authority, and insight.
Although the local church can achieve some of these objectives, many can best be accomplished by ministries that transcend ecclesiastical boundaries. Such ministries are critically needed, and often are despeately short of funds. These organizations must be supported with our first fruits, not our leftovers.
Our insistence upon broad-based tithing in no way diminishes the importance of the local church. Strong, committed churches that teach the whole word of God are second only to the family as the fundamental building blocks of Christian civilization. They should receive our hearty financial support and enthusiastic participation. Local churches will not be short-changed by the program we are proposing. As a matter of fact, the greatest beneficiaries of broad-based tithing will be the churches themselves. As Christian civilization advances and expands, membership in Godly churches will flourish, and contributions will increase proportionately. Therefore, by relinquishing their exclusive claim to tithes, local churches will end up with even more money to finance their very worthy objectives.
Creative Ways To Enhance Your Giving
To increase your contributions beyond the minimum requirements, we suggest you look beyond cash payments, and investigate specialized modes of giving. In Bible times, tithes and offerings were rendered in many forms - with money or goods or time; with first fruits and last fruits; either directly or through intermediaries. Likewise today, there are a variety of appropriate ways to contribute - hard dollars, soft dollars, purchase of publications and products, goods and merchandise, financial planning, tax planning, and time and effort. Among these, only hard dollars and other "first fruits" are suitable to satisfy the minimum tithe. The other contribu​tions are welcome in the sight of the Lord, either as "good-will offerings" or as additional requirements for God's people.
Hard dollars. Traditional cash contributions are the main subject of this article, and little more need be said. They can be made to one's local church or to other deserving ministries. Such contributions should be allocated with care and discernment where they will do most to advance the Kingdom of God.
Soft dollars. "Hard dollars" means payment in cash; "soft dollars" means payment by patronage. For instance, many financial institutions purchase investment advice using either hard dollars or soft dollars. Using hard dollars, they merely write a check for the cost of research services. Using soft dollars, they patronize an investment firm by buying stock or management services, with the understanding that a portion of the profits from that patronage will be applied to the desired research services. By analogy, a charitable donor may patronize an investment firm or other business with the understanding that the firm will contribute a portion of the profit from that transaction to a specified ministry. That way the donor receives the product or service he desires, the businessman receives business that might otherwise go to someone else, and the ministry receives a contribution. Much care must be taken here to avoid misstatements, conflicts of interest, or exploitation of the donor's natural trust of a fellow believer. The safest approach is for the donor to approach such arrangements just like any other business transaction.
Purchase of publications and products. Many worthy organizations publish newsletters, books, tapes, and other materials which advance the Kingdom of God. Such organizations are often profit-making businesses which are not generally supported through contributions. To assist such programs, we urge you to purchase their materials, use them yourself, and then pass them along to others. That way your contribution benefits both the organization and also some person who might not otherwise be able to afford the materials. Such purchases should be considered part of your basic tithe only to the extent that the contribution exceeds the value of the items purchased.
Goods and merchandise. When you donate tangible items, they should be divided into two separate categories. Major, easily-salable items, like a car in good repair or a fully-functional computer, may be considered "first fruits". Usable discards, such as old clothing or a second-hand hi-fi, should be considered "gleanings". First fruit donations are part of your basic tithe. Gleanings, since they are last fruits, are not tithes, but they are still worthy offerings in the eyes of the Lord. The giving of worthless junk to Goodwill for the sake of a tax deduction has no value as either tithe or offering.
Financial planning. Since our tithe is based on our "increase", it is our Godly responsibility to increase the income and reduce the costs upon which that "increase" is based. Likewise, it is essential to remove extravagance and waste from our monthly expenditures. Therefore, financial planning becomes a central aspect of a mature tithing program. Christian financial planning encompasses the full spectrum of our financial responsibilities before God - attaining the blessings of prosperity, avoiding unjust taxation, living within your means, preparing for the future, protecting your loved ones, honoring the Lord with your tithes, and contributing to the Kingdom through stewardship. Financial planning at its best is thus the essence of responsible Christian living.
Tax planning. One aspect of financial planning, tax planning, is especially critical, so it is discussed at length in the next section.
Time and effort. The Lord requires us to honor him with the contribution of our time and effort in several ways - through the Sabbath Day, the Rejoicing Tithe, the Sabbath Year, and through Stewardship.
The Sabbath Day. On Sundays, the Lord requires us to rest from all remunerative and most practical work, and devote our attention to worship and family activities.
The Rejoicing Tithe. The Lord asks that, at least once a year, we participate in some vacation or retreat that removes you entirely from worldly cares and concerns. These are intended to help us to gain perspective, to conform more closely to God's Will, and to rejoice in His blessings.
The Sabbath Year. Approximately one year out of seven, the Lord asks that we should take some sort of "sabbatical". We may still be working, but are essentially on "automatic pilot" or "in transition". During that year of rest, we are to step back from our everyday routine, evaluate where we have been and where we are going, and leave ourselves more open to the Lord's calling.
Stewardship. The Lord expects us to be good stewards of everything entrusted to our care. Therefore, we should strive constantly to improve ourselves, our family, our business, our community, and our nation.
How We Can Replace Taxes To The State With Contributions To God
Tithing and taxation are two sides of the same equation and must be discussed together. Either we tithe to God's Kingdom and acknowledge His sovereignty, or we tithe to the State and submit to oppression. The financial objective of a restored civilization, therefore, is to reinstitute broad-scale Christian giving and simultaneously to phase out all but the most essential forms of taxation.
In the wrong hands, the power to tax is the power to destroy. If you doubt this for a minute, consider the following: When we earn our money, we are subject to income taxes of up to 30% federal and 11% state. When we save that money, we are subject to the same tax percentages on the interest. When we spend it, we are subject to sales tax of up to 8%. When we hold the assets we have purchased, we are subject to real property tax or business property tax. When we sell appreciated assets, we are subject to capital gains tax. Meanwhile, our financial assets are taxed through the depreciating value of our currency, and our tangible assets are taxed on the phantom profits created by inflation. When we die, what is left over is subject to federal inheritance taxes of up to 50%. If we fail to pay any of these taxes, all our assets are subject to a 100% tax - in the form of confiscation and forced liquidation. After all taxes are paid, it is doubtful if we are left with more than 20% of what we originally earned. And just what is all this tax money used for? It is used to finance the destruction of our freedoms, of our family relationships, of our religion, and of our cherished way of life. This is the hideous image of the boot stamping the human face forever, so graphically described by Orwell in 1984.
Thus, as free human beings and committed Christians, we must resist oppressive government and minimize the payment of Statist taxes by all legal means. Fortunately, there are still some laws on the books which encourage responsible citizens to contribute to worthy causes.
First, the charitable deduction offers a tremendous incentive to contribute. Suppose you earn $5000 and then spend it. You thus become subject to all the taxes described in the "previous paragraph. After income and sales taxes, you are left with only about $2500. After all the other taxes, you probably have no more than $1000 in purchasing power. By contrast, suppose you give the money to charity. The whole $5000 is put to work, and none of it is subject to those taxes. You have retained the full $5000 in purchasing power, instead of seeing it reduced to a miserable $1000. In general, money devoted to charity retains about two to five times the purchasing power of money spent on personal gratifica​tion or investment. To put it another way, as much as 50% to 80% of every charitable contribution is subsidized by the government in the form of reduced taxes. Only 20% to 50% comes out of our own pocket.
Second, there are legitimate and time-tested strategies Christians may use to enhance their contributions and reduce their tax burdens. Charitable remainder trusts, for example, allow us to name our favorite ministries as the beneficiaries of a portion of our estate, while retaining the income for ourselves and our loved ones. If the estate plan is carefully designed, the income paid to the donors and the legacy received by the heirs may actually increase, even though a substantial gift has been made to the charity.
To take a less familiar example, a Christian school can set tuitions high (say, $2400) and provide scholarships for the needy, or it can set tuitions low (say, $1200) and make up the difference with donations: This sounds like six of one or half-a-dozen of the other, but from a tax standpoint, there is a big difference. In the first case, if a parent in the 40% tax bracket makes $4000, he pays $1600 in income taxes, and then pays the remaining $2400 in tuition. In the second case, if the parent makes $4000, he can contribute $2000 to the school, pay $800 tax on the remainder, and then pay the tuition of $1200. On the same $4000 of earned income, the school receives $2400 in the first case, but $3200 in the second case. Of course, any such giving must be entirely voluntary on the parent's part and not required or pre-planned.
One other issue regarding taxation and tithing should be discussed - the revenue base upon which the tithe should be calculated. Since tithes are first fruits, many believe they should based on a percentage of one's "gross" income, before paying taxes. However, we take the position that your tithe should be based on your "net" income, after paying taxes, for two reasons: First, the Bible bases tithes on "increase" not "income", subtracting first any costs of production or costs of doing business. Taxes are a very substantial "cost of doing business" in contemporary society and have a significant effect on our "increase". Second, as taxes increase, the "gross" tithe becomes a larger and larger proportion of the remaining dollar, until nothing is left for basic necessities. The "net" tithe, however, remains proportional to available dollars, and is therefore feasible for contributors at all income and tax levels. In making such calculations, one must be careful that one's motivation is not to "dicker with the Lord". The best way to avoid this implication is to contribute more than the prescribed 10%.
Legitimate and prudent tax strategies can be very effective in replacing taxes to the State with contributions to God. If, for example, 20 million Christian families contributed the minimum 1 0% of their $30,000 incomes to worthy causes, the total yearly revenue would be 60 billion dol​lars. The combined revenues of twenty-five of the thirty ministries we contribute to probably does no exceed 10 million dollars. Imagine how much more such groups could accomplish with 6000 times more income! Furthermore, such contributions would reduce taxes to the State by at least 20 billion dollars each year. The result would be a pronounced shift of power and influence toward Christian values and institutions.
What Christian Civiliza​tion Will Look Like
From the parable of the Wheat and the Tares (Matt. 13: 24-30), we know that evil can never be totally eradicated before Christ's return. Most likely, the two cultures, Christian and humanistic, will both continue to spread and develop - increasingly polarized, yet inextricably entwined until that final day of judgment. With adequate commitment and financing, however, Christian culture can readily surpass the humanist State and reemerge as the preeminent force in modern society. Let's allow our imaginations to soar for moment, while we envision a world in which a dominant Christian civilization transforms the cultural landscape:
In a world where Christian values predominate, life-long marriages with healthy, respectful kids will be the norm. Perversion and debauchery will be the exception, and wives will feel proud to stay home raising a family. Adoption centers will far outnumber abortion mills, and AIDS will be confined to a promiscuous minority. Movies and television will reap their greatest profits when portraying decency, compassion, and truth. Most parents will opt for schools that stress academic excellence and respect for legitimate authority. The justice system will punish criminals and recom​pense victims. An economy built on sound currency and controlled spending will encourage stewardship and private initiative. Decreased taxes and regulation, coupled with decentralized high-tech information networks, will unleash a great wave of innovation and prosperity. In competition with smaller, more responsive organizations, megalithic conglomerates and super-governments will shrivel in power and influence. A new era of optimism, confidence, and trust will lift the human spirit. Godly churches will be filled to capacity, and members will be eager to contribute their skills and resources. Reverence for God and submission to His authority will be the standard of character by which all men are judged.
How The New Christian Paradigm Will Emerge
George Gilder has written a profound and provocative book called Microcosm: The Quantum Revolution in Economics and Technology. Although ostensibly a history of the computer, the book actually uses the computer revolution to illustrate the massive psychic and organizational shift that is currently transforming our civilization:
As the chip reorganizes industry and commerce, so also will it reorganize the powers of states and nations. The laws of the microcosm subvert any attempt to capture, intimidate, confine, or overwhelm the exertions of mind by the tyranny of matter.... The mobility and ascendancy of mind among all the forms of capital deeply undermines the power of the state. Quantum technology devalues what the state is good at controlling: material resources, geographic ties, physical wealth. Quantum technology exalts the one domain the state can never finally reach or ever read: mind. (Microcosm, p. 353) The Old Paradigm is typified by the tyrannical socialist State. It is characterized by centralized control, blind obedience, emotional manipulation, and intellectual oppression. Conditioned by thousands of hours of Statist propaganda from public school classrooms, from subliminal television images, from conformist friends, and from imperious employers, most people view themselves as helpless, ineffectual subjects of all-powerful corporations and an all-pervasive government. Like the Hebrews in ancient Egypt, people have been oppressed so long under a hierarchical power structure, that they can envision no life beyond their own captivity. At best, they lead vapid, trivial Ozzie and Harriet lives. At worst, they are trapped in the humanist nightmare of drugs, alcohol, treadmill jobs, broken marriages, and failed dreams.
But while the oblivious masses are "eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage" (Matt. 24:38), the great cultural transformation is beginning - among the anointed, the mavericks, the gifted minds of our generation. The new paradigm of Christian civilization is characterized by dispersion of power and authority, by self-regulation and individual initiative, by trust and cooperation, and by the undistorted search for truth. George Gilder chose to trace this emerging world-view through the enormous economies and entrepreneurial innovation generated by the high tech revolution, but it can also be observed in many realms of human culture:
The emerging paradigm can be traced through brilliant contributions by dedicated, but often unheralded, individuals in many walks of life. It can be traced through the intensive theological research of visionaries like R.J. Rushdoony, whose work demolishes a thousand volumes of philoso​phy that advocate compromise, submission, or escape. It can be traced through the scientific studies of Henry Morris and Hugh Ross, who expose the absurdities of evolution and demonstrate the Divine origins of the uni​verse using the scientists' own assumptions. It can be traced through insightful historians like Rosalie Slater and David Barton, who reveal the underlying Christian principles that are the source of America's greatness. It can be traced through psychologists like Gerald Frank, who recognized that, deep within the primal recesses of the mind, beneath all the cynicism and disenchantment, lay a still, clear recognition of the presence of God and His devotion to our lives. It can be traced through family advocates like James Dobson and Gary Bauer, who nourish and protect the God-centered nuclear family as the key building block of a healthy civilization. It can be traced through resourceful strategists like Howard Phillips, who demonstrate that politi​cal effectiveness need not come at the expense of principle. It can be traced through relentless legislative activists like John Whitehead, who use the Constitutional safeguards provided by our founding fathers to defend our Christian heritage. It can be traced through media crusaders like Ted Baehr and Don Wildmon, who utilize their enormous powers of persuasion to convince Hollywood and Madison Avenue to clean up their act. It can be
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It is no longer credible that public schools produce a decent education, or that news networks tell the truth.
traced through the inspirational leadership of men like George Verwer and Chuck Colson, who convince thousands of dedicated followers to minister to the neglected and forgotten. It can be traced through the subtle discernment of Tal Brooke and Hank Hannegraaf, who expose the sinister origins of popular trends and cults of our day. It can be traced through the prescient insights of R.E. McMaster and Don McAlvany, whose provocative analyses help us to navigate the treacherous waters of today's turbulent economy.
The emerging Christian worldview can be detected and traced in a dozen other ways - through stunning contributions in law, science, politics, education, communications, and social welfare. The many strands of emerging Christian culture work independently along parallel paths. Sometimes they disagree and conflict with one another, but more often they hardly know of each other's existence. Slowly but surely, their paths begin to intersect, they form alliances, they begin to coalesce. A New Paradigm is formed, a new Christian civilization, formed in the very image of God.
Like root fibers in fertile soil, the New Paradigm begins to penetrate the dominant humanist culture Gradually, relentlessly, it becomes obvious to people that the Christian world-view is the only perspective that is intellectually credible and the only one that actually works. On both fronts, Christianity is winning the field. It is no longer credible to believe that the universe arose from nothing, or that if you leave a bucket of slime in the sun long enough it will turn into Meryl Streep. It is no longer credible to believe that semi-permeable condoms will prevent AIDS, or that fried-egg ad campaigns will keep kids off drugs. It is no longer credible to believe that women should carry rifles on foreign battlefields, or that the homosexual life-style is really "gay". It is no longer credible to believe that unborn fetuses are blobs of protoplasm, or that abortions leave no emotional scars. It is no longer credible that public schools produce a decent education, or that news networks tell the truth. It is no longer credible that welfare will cure poverty, or that government spending will create prosperity. In other words, the whole edifice of humanist lies and propaganda is collapsing under the weight of its own absurdity. The popularity of talk-show star Rush Lim-baugh is proof positive that the old paradigm is breathing its last gasps. With his femi-nazi trading cards and environmentalist-wacko football picks, Limbaugh exposes the ludicrous idiocy of the whole liberal agenda. We used to feel outrage at the Left; now it is becoming a laughing stock.
The old paradigm of massive power-structures and helpless subservience, of perversion and deceit, is systematically being disgraced, and displaced. The new Christian paradigm of decentralized control and individual empowerment, of creativity and innovation, of autonomy and freedom under God, is progressively attracting the best minds and the brightest talents of our era. Gradually, as Gilder exultingly exclaims, Chris​tian civilization begins to assume the reigns of power:
Rather than a New Industrial State, this era will disclose the new impotence of the state. Rather than the Revolt of the Masses under the leadership of demagogues, this era will see the revolt of the venturers against all forms of tyranny. Systems of national command and control will wither away. Systems of global emancipation will carry the day... The economics of scarcity and fear will surrender to the economics of hope and faith. (Microcosm, p. 369)
Conclusion; A Decision Between Two Futures
Mankind never has complete freedom. We can only choose between two masters. If we contribute generously and faithfully to the Kingdom, God will reign in our lives and on our planet. If we fail in our obligations, the satanic State will rule our future. R.J. Rushdoony emphasizes this point repeatedly:
Make no mistake about it: social financing is a social necessity It will either be done by an irresponsible and godless state, or it will be done by godly men, who, through Biblically grounded administration and godly wisdom, will further social order, true churches, Christian education, and a society flourishing in liberty under God. (Tithing and Dominion, p. 5) By failing to pay tribute to God through our contributions and offerings, we choose the horror of Orwell's nightmare "utopia": It is the exact opposite of the stupid hedonistic Utopias that the old reformers imagined. A world of fear and treachery and torment, a world of trampling and being trampled upon, a world which will grow not less but more merciless as it refines itself. (1984, p. 203) By contributing generously to effective ministries in all fields of human endeavor, we build a Christian civilization that showers blessings on all who partake - on God's faithful servants and on the nations that encourage and defend them: Bring ye all the contributions into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, and there shall not be room enough to receive it.... And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts. (Mal. 3:10,12) The choice is ours - and the world hangs in the balance.
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